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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

NOTE. Care should be exercised when comparing the means derived from distributions of earnings in this
publication with estimates of average weekly earnings included in Average Weekly Earnings, States and
Australia (6302.0) (see paragraph 13 of the Explanatory Notes, Appendix B).

Estimates from the Survey of Weekly Earnings shown in this publication enable comparisons and analyses to be
made of the distribution of earnings, especially in relation to demographic characteristics such as age, sex,
marital status and family status, and other characteristics such as hours paid for, full-time and part-time workers
and occupation.

FAMILIES

Estimates of weekly family earnings are included in this publication. They are calculated as the sum of the
employee earnings of individual members of the family unit. Family estimates relate to those families resident
in private dwellings, for whom family status could be determined (see paragraph 4 of the Explanatory Notes,
Appendix B).

In August 1987 there were an estimated 4,131,800 families (for whom family status could be determined) of
which 2,817,000 (68.2 per cent) had at least one family member who was an employee. The mean weekly
family earnings from wage and salary jobs for those families was $609, a 6.1 per cent increase from the August
1986 estimate of $574.

Married-couple families with two or more family members who were employees had the highest mean weekly
family earnings of $808 an increase of 6.3 per cent from that of August 1986.

Married-couple families with only one family member who was an employee and Other (non-married) families
with employee members showed a much smaller increase in mean weekly family earnings from that of August
1986 (4.3 per cent to $416 and 2.5 per cent to $417 respectively).

DIAGRAM 1. FAMILIES WITH AT LEAST ONE MEMBER WHO WAS AN EMPLOYEE:
WEEKLY FAMILY EARNINGS, TYPE OF FAMILY, AND NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES IN FAMILY

(Source of data: Table 1)
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For both Married-couple families and Other family types, mean weekly family earnings decreased as the

number of dependents increased. For Married-couple families the mean weekly family earnings ranged from

$629 for families with one dependent to $586 for families with three or more dependents. For Other family

types the range was $356 to $291.

Of those families with employee members some 83.0 per cent had a total number of hours worked by

employees in the family of 35 hours or more (one in three families had a total hours worked of 70 or more).

Almost half (47.2 per cent) of families with employee members had only one family member who was an

employee.

ALL EMPLOYEES

Mean weekly earnings from all jobs for all employees increased by 5.1 per cent during the twelve months to

August 1987, (compared with 6.4 per cent in the twelve months to August 1986). In the twelve months to

August 1987, the increase in mean weekly earnings from all jobs for females was 5.2 per cent (to $285 in

August 1987) compared with 5.7 per cent (to $427) for males.

For female full-time workers there was an estimated annual increase of 6.6 per cent in mean weekly earnings (to

$355 in August 1987) similar to that of 6.2 per cent for males (to $446) over the same period.

Part-time female workers recorded mean weekly earnings of $169 in August 1987, an increase of 7.0 per cent

from that of $158 in August 1986. Males employed on the same basis recorded an increase in mean weekly

earnings of 4.6 per cent to $160 in the same period.

DIAGRAM 2. ALL EMPLOYEES: FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME WORKERS AND WEEKLY EARNINGS, AUGUST 1987
(Source or data: Table 6)
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More than half (54.8 per cent) of the part-time workers had weekly earnings of less than $160 in August 1987.

While one in four male part-time workers had weekly earnings of less than $40, only one in ten female part-time

workers had earnings in this range.

FULL-TIME WORKERS

Diagram 3 illustrates the variation of mean weekly earnings of full-time workers by age as well as indicating the

range of earnings of the 2nd and 3rd quartile. As can be seen 15 to 19 year olds had the lowest mean weekly

earnings of $215 ($221 for males and $206 for females) as well as the smallest range for the middle quartiles

(from $160 to $239). Full-time workers in the age groups 35 to 44 years and 45 to 54 years had the highest

mean weekly earnings of $469 and $465 respectively however the 2nd and 3rd quartiles for these age groups

had the same range of $320 to $559.
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DIAGRAM 3. FULL-TIME WORKERS: WEEKLY EARNINGS AND AGE, AUGUST 1987
(Source of data: Table 13)
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For each industry group male full-time workers had a higher mean weekly earnings in their main job than full-
time female workers - the difference being most marked in the Mining industry ($417 for females compared
with $615 for males). The Communication industry had the smallest difference of $65. Full-time employees in
the Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting industry had the lowest mean weekly earnings for both males
(S332) and females ($237).

Full-time workers who were Managers or administrators and those who were Professionals had the highest
mean weekly earnings of $557 and $550 respectively.

DIAGRAM 4. FULL-TIME WORKERS: MEAN WEEKLY EARNINGS AND INDUSTRY, AUGUST 1987
(Source of data: Table 14)
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TABLE 1. ALL FAMILIES: FAMILY TYPE, NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES IN THE FAMILY, WEEKLY FAMILY EARNINGS AND NUMBER OF
FAMILY MEMBERS, AUGUST 1937

Number of family members
Two Three Four Five or more Total

MARRIED-COUPLE FAMILY
-'000-

Number of employees in the famity-
None 638.0 143.6 147.6 127.9 1.057.1
One 271.6 279.4 335.3 224.8 1,111.1
Weekly family earnings (S)-

Under 120 16.2 15.5 15.4 16.3 63.4
120 and under 200 14.6 16.1 24.6 13.7 69.0
200 " 280 29.1 32.0 31.8 21.8 114.7
280 360 70.2 63.1 68.6 44.1 246.0
360 440 47.9 58.0 60.7 35.4 2020
440 520 30.5 39.1 42.5 32.8 144.9
520 600 24.9 20.9 34.9 20.2 101.0
600 ' 680 13.4 11.3 20.0 15.6 60.3
680 760 8.7 9.2 12.3 8.4 38.6
760 140 6.0 7.7 10.4 8.7 329
840 and over 9.9 6.6 14.1 7.7 38.3

-dollars-
Media, weekly family earnsigs 369 378 396 397 385
Mean weekly family earnings 410 40) 431 421 416

Two or more 339.7 287.4 4.48.8 313.1 1.388.9
Weekly family earnings (s)-

Under 200 a " a 8.9
200 and under 280 " 3.7 4.2 129
280 *' 360 *4.6 10.4 7.0 25.4
360 440 7.9 10.3 18.5 11.3 48.0
440 520 16.1 18.7 30.2 22.6 87.7
520 600 28.6 28.2 44.4 29.1 130.2
600 680 46.1 36.0 54.1 33.0 169.3
680 *' 760 45.1 37.6 58.0 36.3 177.0
760 840 45.9 35.2 49.7 31.6 1624
840 920 33.8 26.7 41.6 24.4 126.5
920 1.000 322 23.5 35.0 24.3 114.9
1.00and over 77.1 61.7 100.4 86.6 325.8

-dollars-
Median weekly family earnings 793 768 764 786 777
Mean weekly family earnings . 807 796 797 835 808

Total 1,249.3 710.4 931.7 665.7 3,557.1

OTHER FAMILY

-'000-
Number of employees in the family-

None 143.6 70.5 28.2 15.3 257.7
One or more 185.0 85.6 34.9 11.5 317.0
Weekly family earnings (s)-

Under 120 14.5 9.5 4.5 " 29.8
120 and under 200 15.7 7.7 " " 28.0
200 280 228 10.4 " 38.6
280 360 36.3 15.4 4.0 " 56.7
360 440 29.7 10.1 0 " 43.8
440 " 520 17.1 9.1 " 30.6
520 600 129 5.7 '"21.7
600 680 11.5 " 19.4
680 760 8.2 " a 13.5
760 840 6.8 " * 11.4
840 and over 9.5 8.4 4.4 " 23.7

-dollars-
Median weekly family earnings 369 359 426 33) 370
Mean weekly family earnings 409 414 470 402 417

Total 328.7 156.1 63.2 26.8 574.7

TOTAL

Number of employees in the family-
None 781.7 214.1 175.9 143.2 1,314.8
One or more 796.3 652.4 818.9 549.3 2,817.0
Weekly family earnings (s)-

Under 120 31.1 25.7 201.8 18.8 96.4
120 and under 200 31.4 25.0 29.6. 16.6 1027
200 280 54.0 45.3 38.4 28.4 166.1

280 ' 360 109.7 83.2 83.1 521 328.1
360 440 85.6 78.4 82.5 47.4 293.8
440 " 520 63.8 66.9 75.8 56.8 263.2
520 600 66.5 54.8 81.5 50.1 2529
600 680 71.0 50.7 77.5 49.8 248.9
680 ' 760 620 50.0 72.3 44.7 229.0
760 840 58.8 45.6 62.0 40.3 206.6
840 920 38.9 31.3 46.3 77.2 143.8
920 *' 1,000 36.9 27.1 37.5 25.8 127.3
1,00and over 86.7 68.4 111.7 91.2 358.0

-dollars-
Median weekly family earnings 547 523 598 607 570
Mean weekly family earnings 579 576 633 657 609

Total 1,578.0 866.5 994.8 692.S 4,131.8



TABLE 2. FAMILIES WITH AT LEAST ONE MEMBER WHO WAS AN EMPLOYEE: MEAN WEEKLY FAMILY EARNINGS FROM
MAIN JOB BY FAMILY TYPE, NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS AND HOURS WORKED IN MAIN JOB BY ALL EMPLOYEES IN THE

FAMILY, AUGUST 1987
(dollars)

Hours worked in main job by
all employees in the /amily

1 and over
35 and over

Number of dependents None 1-34 35 -49 50 -79 80 and over Totgal Totl Total

MARRIED-COUPLE FAMILY

None 578 335 447 728 943 708 663 660
One or more 532 349 470 691 925 654 613 611

One 576 331 454 681 947 672 631 629
Two 501 372 476 698 911 650 614 611
Threecor mote 498 332 479 690 900 633 587 586

Total 554 344 462 704 934 674 632 630

OTHER FAMILY- WITH FEMALE HEAD

None 312 301 366 618 786 515 477 472
One or more 277 188 360 517 755 418 321 319

One 282 193 354 531 757 421 336 333

Two 263 194 375 487 719 410 309 307
Threecorrmoze 276 162 370' 525 860 421 269 269

Total 290 216 363 577 778 469 389 385

OTHER FAMILY- TOTAL

None 322 303 381 636 787 537 500 494
One or more 286 193 374 521 800 438 344 342

One 281 201 366 529 812 440 360 356

Two 269 199 397 490 741 434 334 331
Three or more 341 158 367 536 860 434 289 291

Total 301 224 377 592 790 493 419 414

TOTAL

None 546 329 434 718 929 686 641 637
One or more 493 312 458 684 922 639 587 585

One 509 286 435 670 941 643 587 585
Two 479 341 470 693 909 641 596 593
Three ormore 480 306 475 686 900 627 573 571

Total 519 318 450 697 925 6S7 608 605

TABLE 3. FAMILIES WITH AT LEAST ONE MEMBER WHO WAS AN EMPLOYEE: MEAN WEEKLY FAMILY EARNINGS
FROM MAIN JOBS BY NUMBER OF FAMILY MEMBERS, NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES IN THE FAMILY AND STATES AND

TERRITORIES, AUGUST 1987
(dollars)

Number of employees in the family N.S.W. Vic. Qld SA. W.A. Tas. N.T. A.C.T. Aurtralia

TWO FAMILY MEMBERS
One 387 381 373 358 392 334 " 435 380
Two 819 771 731 762 786 738 879 852 785

Total 598 569 533 557 589 527 753 653 576

THREE FAMILY MEMBERS
One 386 388 361 356 397 362 520 389 381
Two 783 688 676 667 654 647 867 937 719

'Three 1,037 987 921 909 909 875 " 1,190 987

Total 608 566 522 535 557 538 769 738 573

FOUR OR MORE FAMILY MEMBERS
One 420 413 410 391 447 384 499 527 418
Two 733 680 663 652 671 620 802 876 697

Three or more 1,051 1,023 937 986 945 937 * 1.228 1.013

Total 660 648 586 597 621 563 714 825 638

TOTAL

One 401 397 386 371 419 364 491 463 397
Two 772 710 689 696 709 664 841 881 731
Three or more 1,048 1,016 934 967 937 923 1,064 1.220 1,008

Total 630 608 555 570 597 S47 738 755 605



TABLE 4. FAMILIES WITH AT LEAST ONE MEMBER WHO WAS AN EMPLOYEE: NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES IN THE
FAMILY, MEAN WEEKLY FAMILY EARNINGS FROM MAIN JOB, HOURS WORKED IN MAIN JOB BY ALL EMPLOYEES IN

THE FAMILY AND NUMBER OF FAMILY MEMBERS, AUGUST 1987
Numberof family members

Hours worked in main job by all employees in the family Two Three Four Five or more Total

ONE EMPLOYEE IN THE FAMILY

-'000-
None 25.3 19.3 15.8 6.7 67.2
1- 19 43.3 30.3 31.4 23.3 128.2
20-29 30.3 22.4 26.0 123 91.0
30- 34 41.9 32.6 27.9 18.1 120.5
35 and over 270.5 230.5 252.3 170.7 924.0

35 - 39 86.5 70.5 69.6 42.3 269.0
40 - 49 146.7 127.4 132.2 92.5 498.8
50 - 59 22.3 21.0 32.1 225 97.8
60 - 69 9.4 8.1 11.9 9.8 39.2
70 and over 5.6 * 6.5 3.6 19.1

Total 4113 335.0 353.4 231.1 1,330.9

TWO OR MORE EMPLOYEES IN THE FAMILY

-'000-
None . 9.4 4.1 * * 16.3
1 - 19 4.9 5.0 6.1 5.0 21.0
20 - 29 3.5 4.7 5.3 5.6 19.2
30 - 34 5.1 3.5 4.6 * 16.6
35 and over 361.9 300.1 448.2 302.9 1,413.0

35 - 39 6.2 9.2 11.7 5.3 32.5
40 -49 27.8 30.1 45.2 27.2 130.4
50 - 59 31.0 37.6 56.8 37.5 162.9
60 - 69 53.8 40.8 68.5 34.9 198.0
70 - 79 104.9 57.9 86.8 45.4 294.9
80- 89 89.3 54.7 69.4 41.4 254.9

90 and over 48.8 69.7 109.8 111.1 339.5

Total 384.9 317.4 465.6 3182 1,486.1

TOTAL

-'000--
None 34.7 23.4 17.2 8.1 835
1 -19 48.3 35.2 37.4 28.2 149.2
20-29 33.8 27.1 31.3 17.9 110.2
30- 34 47.0 36.0 32.5 21.6 137.1
35 and over 632.4 530.5 700.5 473.6 2,337.0

35 - 39 92.7 79.8 81.4 47.7 301.5
40 - 49 174.6 157.5 177.4 119.7 629.2
50 - 59 53.3 58.6 88.9 60.0 260.7
60 - 69 63.3 48.9 80.4 44.7 237.2
70-79 107.3 59.7 91.3 47.6 306.0
80 - 89 90.9 55.9 70.4 424 259.5
90 and over 50.4 70.2 110.7 111.6 342.9

Total 7963 652.4 818.9 5493 2,817.0

MEAN WEEKLY FAMILY EARNINGS FROM MAIN JOB

-dollars-
None 565 498 472 478 519

1-19 187 173 221 196 194
20- 29 328 362 379 437 368
30-34 397 388 474 396 413
35 and over 633 627 673 702 657

35 - 39 417 421 443 430 427
40 - 49 449 451 476 469 461
50 -59 589 611 610 605 605
60-69 722 692 716 707 711

70-79 788 762 748 745 764

80-89 820 797 819 800 812

90 and over 932 972 1,021 1,062 1,011

Total 576 573 629 652 605



TABLE 5. ALL EMPLOYEES:.MEAN WEEKLY EARNINGS BY FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME WORKERS AND STATES AND
TERRITORIES, AUGUST 1981 TO AUGUST 1987

(dollars)

N. S.W. Vic. Qld S. A. W. A. Tas. N. T. A4.C. T. Australia

MALES

Full-tine workers -
1981 282 273 271 259 283 266 342 334 277
1982 328 317 315 304 326 292 375 394 322
1983 346 335 338 323 347 323 404 416 341
1984 377 359 353 349 379 348 449 452 367
1985 399 392 389 378 403 358 471 482 395
1986 427 415 407 399 429 389 474 545 420
1987 458 438 431 430 452 404 508 541 446

Part-timne workers -
1981 129 99 107 93 104 88 " 110 112
1982 166 138 112 93 148 153 ' 127 142
1983 177 147 145 144 125 141 " 131 156
1984 188 147 155 137 135 179 "186 163
1985 *185 177 132 140 142 170 " 115 164
1986 180 139 117 144 149 152 r210 169 53
1987 172 148 153 170 147 151 179 199 160

Total -
1981 274 264 265 251 274 260 337 320 269
1982 319 307 305 293 317 288 371 378 311
1983 336 325 328 314 335 313 398 396 331
1984 366 347 343 338 366 342 434 436 356
1985 387 380 373 365 388 350 463 456 382
1986 412 399 389 384 412 376 451 515 404
1987 439 419 411 415 431 391 477 515 427

FEMALES

Full-tine workers -
1981 220 216 211 216 214 211 253 263 218
1982 248 245 237 239 243 237 285 292 245
1983 268 268 260 260 264 259 304 309 267
1984 293 283 269 284 290 274 320 324 286
1985 309 303 287 303 312 295 352 355 305
1986 343 331 319 322 323 317 365 378 333
1987 364 352 341 349 345 331 390 414 355

Parn-time workers -
1981 114 105 104 102 100 102 136 122 108
1982 126 117 118. 116 112 107 137 149 120
1983 132 124 127 132 114 124 127 157 127
1984 147 136 127 131 126 116 159 165 137
1985 164 148 139 144 138 139 175 162 151
1986 164 164 144 157 147 148 176 164 158
1987 179 171 158 168 153 150 145 186 169

Total -
1981 185 184 173 174 169 173 219 218 181
1982 208 204 198 193 192 189 239 244 202
1983 223 221 214 209 207 207 271 259 219
1984 245 233 219 222 229 207 278 265 234
1985 261 250 232 238 243 237 305 292 251
1986 280 275 257 253 254 246 317 309 271
1987 297 284 272 269 271 258 321 335 285

PERSONS

Full-time workers -
1981 264 255 255 246 263 251 318 310 259
1982 304 294 293 285 302 277 346 360 299
1983 321 314 315 305 323 305 369 377 318
1984 350 335 328 330 352 329 407 409 342
1985 370 364 358 355 375 340 432 433 367
1986 400 387 380 375 395 369 435 483 392
1987 428 410 403 406 419 383 465 493 417

Part-tine workers -
1981 117 104 105 100 101 100 143 119 108
1982 134 122 117 112 118 114 148 145 125
1983 142 128 131 134 116 127. 15O 151 133
1984 156 138 132 132 128 125 151 169 142
1985 168 154 137 144 138 144 172 153 153
1986 167 160 138 .154 147 149 187 165 157
1987 178 167 157 168 152 150 155 188 168

Total-
1981 241 233 231 222 234 229 297 277 236
1982 278 267 265 255 268 252 319 323 271
1983 292 284 285 273 285 274 349 336 288
1984 318 302 295 292 312 292 374 362 308
1985 336 328 318 313 330 307 401 380 329
1986 359 348 337 329 347 325 398 423 350
1987 380 362 355 354 366 338 412 432 368
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TABLE 6. ALL EMPLOYEES: FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME WORKERS, WEEKLY EARNINGS
AND MARITAL STATUS, AUGUST 1987

Males Females Persons

Married Not-marred Tot£al Married Not-mrrmed Total Marred Not-marnied Total

FULL-TIME WORKERS

-'000-

Weekly earnings (E)-
Under 120
120 and under 160
160 200
200 240
240 ' 280
280 320
320 360
360 400
400 *' 440
440 " 480
480 520
520 560
560 *' 600
600~ 640
640 680
680 *' 720
720 760
760 ' 800
800 and over
Totl

Median weekly earnings
Mean weekly earnings

11.7
7.0

14.6
34.0
81.5

186.9
251.2
234.4
214.7
157.3
183.3
160.7
102.1
88.2
67.7
63.9
47.4
67.3

103.1
2,076.9

441
483

20.4 32.1
49.9 56.9
62.6 T7.2
77.2 111.2

103.1 184.5
133.4 320.3
141.2 392.4
119.0 353.4
95.8 310.5
64.3 221.5
53.1 236.4
44.9 205.6
31.9 134.1
25.3 113.4
16.0 83.7
121 76.0
11.0 58.3
12.1 79.4
21.9 125.1

1,0953 3,1722
-dollars-

349 407
377 446

8.3 14.9
9.0 35.6

16.4 55.1
44.8 70.6
94.9 99.5

124.1 117.4
118.2 93.1
81.2 71.5
65.7 55.9
43.8 33.2
49.6 31.0
35.3 24.6
24.1 17.7
12.6 11.4
6.0 6.9

a 5.5

6.2 6.2
751.0 755.4

346 315
372 339

23.1 19.9
44.6 16.0
71.5 31.0

115.4 78.8
194.4 176.4
241.5 311.0
211.3 369.5
152.7 315.5
121.7 280.5
77.0 201.1
80.5 232.9
59.9 196.0
41.7 .126.2

24.0 100.8
129 73.7
9.0 67.3
7.4 51.8
5.4 70.3

12.4 109.3
1,506.5 2,827.9

332 414
355 454

35.3
85.5

117.7
147.9
202.6
250.8
234.3
190.5
151.7
97.4
84.1
69.5
49.6
36.6
22.9
17.6
14.0
14.5
28.1

1,850.7

335
361

55.2
101.6
148.7
226.6
379.0
561.8
603.8
506.1
432.1
298.5
316.9
265.5
175.8
137.4
96.6
85.0
65.7
84.8

137.5
4,678.7

381
417

PART-TIME WORKERS

Weekly earnings (S)-
Under 40
40 and under 80
80 120
120 160
160 200
200 240
240 280
280 *' 320
320 ' 360
360 *' 400
400 "' 440
440 " 480
480 ' 520
520 ' 560
560 and over
Total

Median weekly earnings
Mean weekly earnings

a 53.7
7.5 35.6
5.5 21.9
6.7 14.2
7.1 6.4
5.8 6.3
6.2 7.6
4.0 4.2
3.5a

a.a

662 160.9

223 70
271 114

56.7 29.0
43.1 59.4.
27.4 89.4
20.9 108.3
13.5 99.
12.1 86.5
13.8 61.7
8.3 43.6
5.3 22.2
4.9 12.3
3.8 8.7

" 5.5
4.1 5.4

a 4.8
7.5 4.7

227.0 640.7
-dollars-

100 174
160 189

101.0 32.0
116.0 66.8
1225 94.9
136.6 115.0
123.4 106.4
103.7 923
74.6 67.9
54.7 47.6
27.4 25.6
16.0 15.1
10.8 10.7

7.0 7.3
7.3 7.8
5.8 7.0
5.1 10.2

911.9 706.9

154 177
169 197

157.7
159.1
149.9
157.6
136.8
115.8

88.4
63.0
32.7
20.9
14.5
9.7

11.4
8.8

12.6
1.138.9

146
168

TOTAL

Weekly earnings ($)-
Under 40
40 and under 80
80 120
120 160
160 200
200 240
240 280
280 320
320 360
360 400
400 440
440 480
480 520
520 560
560 600
600 640
640 680
680 720
720 " 760
760 800
800 and over
Total

Median weekly earnings
Mean weekly earnings

6.1 57.3 63.4 30.4 74.8

10.3 37.0 47.3 61.3 58.8

11.3 37.3 48.5 94.3 43.0

13.8 64.1 77.9 117.3 64.0

21.7 69.0 90.7 115.8 79.1
39.7 83.5 123.3 131.3 87.8

87.7 110.6 198.3 156.6 112.4

190.9 137.7 328.6 167.7 128.5

254.7 143.0 397.7 140.4 98.3

237.2 121.1 358.3 93.4 75.2

216.8 97.5 314.3 74.4 58.0

159.1 65.2 224.3 49.3 34.7

185.8 54.8 240.5 54.9 32.8

163.0 45.7 208.7 40.1 25.6

103.3 32.6 136.0 25.7 17.8
89.3 25.5 114.8 14.0 11.4

68.6 16.0 84.6 6.5 6.9

64.2 12.1 76.3 3.6 5.6

47.8 11.1 59.0 4.7
67.6 12.3 80.0a a

104.3 22.6 126.8 6.7 6.3

2,143.1 1,256.1 3,3".2 1,391.8 1,026.6

-dollars-
437 329 396 277 278
477 343 427 288 282

105.2 36.4
120.2 71.6
137.3 105.6
181.3 131.0
194.8 137.5
219.1 171.0
269.1 244.3
296.2 358.6
238.8 395.1
168.7 330.6
1324 291.2
84.0 208.4
87.8 240.7
65.7 203.0
43.5 129.0
25.4 103.3
13.4 75.1
9.2 67.8
7.8 526
5.7 70.9

13.0 111.0
2,418.4 3,534.8

266.1
241.4
196.4
155.5
99.9
87.6
71.4
50.4
36.9
229
17.7
14.1
14.7
28.9

2,282.8

624.8
636.5
526.9
4.46.7
308.3
328.3
274.4
179.5
140.2
98.0
85.5
66.7
85.6

139.8
5,117.6

277 374 304 346
285 402 315 368



TABLE 7. ALL EMPLOYEES: WEEKLY EARNINGS AND FAMILY STATUS AUGUST 1987
Member of a family

Husband or wife .

With Without Notr- Full-time Other Other Family
depen- depen- married student child of relative of Not a state not

dens den family aged family family member of deter-
present present head 15.24(a) head head Total afamily mined Total

MALES

-'000-

Weekly earnings (S)-
Under 120
120 and under 160
160 " 200
200 " 240
240 " 280
280 " 320
320 " 360
360 " 400
400 " 440
440 " 480
480 " 520
520 " 560
560 " 600
600 " 640
640 " 680
680 " 720
720 " 760
760 " 800
800 and over

14.3
7.1

12.4
22.0
49.7

111.6
157.4
147.7
135.2
104.1
122.5
102.5
73.5
59.8
48.2
42.3
32.5
49.1
70.6

* 136.5 13.1
* 65.8 7.9
* 77.3 9.7
* 103.2 14.7

6.1 159.5 28.9
6.2 270.5 44.5
4.8 328.3 53.7

* 288.6 57.4
* 251.0 52.5
* 183.6 31.4
* 200.3 31.5
* 172.7 28.0
* 109.2 21.7
* 94.3 16.5
* 69.7 12.5
* 64.4 9.0
* 50.2 6.7
* 68.9 9.2
* 102.9 19.7

9.6 159.3
4.1 77.9
3.7 90.7
5.4 123.3
9.9 198.3

13.5 328.6
15.7 397.7
12.2 358.3
10.8 314.3
9.2 224.3
8.7 240.5
8.0 208.7
5.0 136.0
4.0 114.8
* 84.6
* 76.3
* 59.0
* 80.0

4.2 126.8

133.5 33992

376 396
410 427

1362.4 718.6 49.7 89.8 538.7 37.9 2,797.0 468.7

Median weekly earnings
Mean weekly earnings

-dollars-
449 418 389
487 457 410

40 290 308 396 403
62 299 332 426 439

FEMALES

-'000-
Weekly earnings ($)-

Under 120
120 and under 160
160 " 200
200 " 240
240 " 280
280 " 320
320 " 360
360 " 400
400 " 440
440 " 480
480 " 520
520 " 560
560 " 600
600 " 640
640 " 680
680 " 720
720 " 760
760 " 800
800 and over

129.6
82.8
79.9
86.0
89.6
82.9
64.6
42.5
33.3
21.7
28.0
19.1
12.4

7.2

a

a

*a

324.3 22.6
165.4 10.1
171.6 14.5
189.4 18.8
223.5 34.5
233.5 45.8
183.7 41.4
120.8 38.6

95.6 31.6
60.8 20.6
66.5 17.2
46.3 17.3
30.7 10.9
17.8 6.7
8.4 4.5
5.2 3.6
5.4 *
3.7 *

8.1 4.4

15.8 362.7
5.8 181.3
8.7 194.8

11.0 219.1
11.1 269.1
16.9 296.2
13.7 238.8
9.3 168.7
5.2 132.4
* 84.0

4.0 87.8
* 65.7
* 43.5
* 25.4
* 13.4
* 9.2
* 7.8
* 5.7
* 13.0

Total 791.1 545.7 145.9 102.7 348.6 26.4 1,960.4 346.6 111.4 2,418.4

Median weekly earnings
Mean weekly earnings

-dollars-
248 312 306 40 244 286 263 346 288 277
265 321 305 53 256 303 272 361 289 285

(a) Excludes persons aged 20-24 attending school.
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TABLE 8. ALL EMPLOYEES: FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME WORKERS, WEEKLY EARNINGS AND STATES AND
TERRITORIES, AUGUST 1987

NS.W. Viec. Qld SA. WA. Tar. N.T. A.C.T. Aurtralia

FULL-TIME WORKERS

-'000-
Weekly earnings ($)-

Under 120 19.6 14.3 7.0 3.5 8.4 * * * 55.2
120 and under 160 27.5 27.7 18.4 8.4 13.6 3.0 * 21 101.6
160 " 200 46.9 37.6 26.5 14.2 15.9 5.5 * 1.4 148.7

200 " 240 73.1 67.1 38.2 18.3 18.1 8.4 * 2.2 226.6
240 " 280 126.6 108.5 62.0 30.3 31.5 12.2 24 5.5 379.0

280 " 320 175.5 169.6 93.3 48.6 47.4 15.8 5.1 6.6 561.8
320 " 360 191.6 175.4 101.4 49.9 54.4 16.7 5.3 9.0 603.8
360 " 400 179.3 135.7 73.6 44.1 47.4 13.3 4.2 8.6 506.1
400 " 440 157.3 116.7 67.6 33.3 35.2 10.8 4.4 6.8 432.1
440 " 480 115.7 71.6 46.6 22.6 24.6 7.5 3.0 7.0 298.5
480 " 520 114.7 86.5 44.7 24.4 27.6 6.7 5.5 6.9 316.9
520 " 560 95.4 74.8 33.3 19.4 23.8 6.8 3.8 8.2 265.5
560 " 600 68.2 50.0 17.2 12.2 15.0 4.3 2.8 6.2 175.8
600 " 640 48.8 39.9 15.7 9.6 12.9 3.1 2.3 5.0 137.4

640 " 680 38.7 22.3 11.2 8.0 8.9 2.0 * 3.8 96.6
680 720 29.6 23.6 11.2 6.0 8.9 1.3 * 2.9 85.0
720 760 27.4 15.0 7.9 4.6 7.1 * * 1.8 65.7
760 800 38.6 18.8 7.9 5.2 8.0 1.0 * 3.7 84.8
800 and over 48.1 33.6 22.5 8.5 15.0 1.8 * 6.2 137.5
Total 1,6225 1,288.8 7062 370. 423.8 122.1 49.8 948 4,678.7

-dollars-
Median weekly earnings 394 373 363 371 379 357 441 464 381
Mean weekly earnings 428 410 403 406 419 383 465 493 417

PART-TIME WORKERS

-'000-
Weekly earnings ($)-

Under 40 46.0 43.4 28.7 13.1 18.1 3.7 * 3.7 157.7

40 and under 80 46.9 465 25.7 13.3 16.5 5.4 2.0 2.8 159.1
80 " 120 46.4 42.7 24.1 14.8 14.1 4.3 * 2.0 149.9
120 " 160 54.9 40.0 22.8 14.7 16.5 3.7 * 3.4 157.6
160 " 200 43.0 42.1 20.8 13.2 10.6 3.5 * 22 136.8'

200 " 240 41.1 30.0 16.6 10.3 10.6 3.2 * 2.8 115.8
240 " 280 33.2 21.8 12.5 8.8 6.5 2.4 * 2.3 88.4

280 " 320 25.0 17.0 7.9 6.1 3.8 1.8 * * 63.0
320 " 360 12.3 9.0 3.5 3.6 2.3 * * * 32.7

360 " 400 7.2 6.3 * 1.8 * * * * 20.9
400 " 440 5.7 4.8 * * * * * * 14.5
440 " 480 * * * * * * * * 9.7

480 " 520 4.4 * * * * * * * 11.4

520 " 560 * * * * * * * * 8.8
560 and over 4.9 * * * * * * * 12.6
Total 377.8 315.9 172.6 1042 104.9 29.4 10.3 239 1,138.9

-dollars-
Median weekly eamrnings 156 145 134 150 129 134 137 160 146

Mean weekly earnings 178 167 157 168 152 150 155 188 168

TOTAL

-'000-
Weekly earnings ($)-

Under40 51.1 46.6 29.1 13.6 19.5 3.7 * 3.7 168.6

40 andunder 80 50.0 48.3 27.0 13.7 17.7 5.6 2.1 3.0 167.5

80 120 57.8 52.1 29.4 17.4 19.8 4.9 * 2.8 185.9

120 160 82.4 67.7 41.1 23.1 30.1 6.8 2.4 5.5 259.1
160 " 200 89.9 79.7 47.3 27.4 26.5 9.1 2.1 3.6 285.6

200 240 114.2 97.1 54.8 28.6 28.7 11.6 2.4 5.1 342.4

240 280 159.8 130.3 74.5 39.1 38.0 14.6 3.2 7.8 467.3

280 320 200.5 186.6 101.2 54.7 51.2 17.5 5.4 7.6 624.8

320 " 360 204.0 184.5 105.0 53.5 56.8 17.2 5.5 10.1 636.5

360 " 400 186.5 141.9 76.4 45.9 49.2 13.6 4.3 9.0 526.9
400 440 163.0 121.5 68.9 34.5 35.9 11.0 4.6 7.4 446.7

440 480 119.2 74.4 47.9 23.8 25.2 7.6 3.0 7.3 308.3
480 " 520 119.1 90.1 45.9 25.0 28.8 6.8 5.5 7.0 328.3

520 560 98.5 77.9 34.9 19.6 24.3 6.9 3.8 8.3 274.4

560 600 69.8 51.1 17.5 12.5 15.2 4.3 2.8 6.3 179.5

600 640 49.8 40.6 16.2 9.9 13.0 3.1 2.3 5.3 140.2

640 680 39.6 22.3 11.5 8.0 8.9 2.0 * 3.9 98.0

680 " 720 29.6 23.6 11.3 6.2 8.9 1.3 * 3.1 85.5
720 760 27.7 15.2 7.9 4.7 7.1 1.0 * 2.0 66.7

760 800 39.3 18.8 7.9 5.2 8.1 1.0 * 3.7 85.6

800 and over 48.5 34.4 23.0 8.6 15.6 1.8 * 6.2 139.8

Total 2,0003 1,604.6. 878.8 475.0 528.6 151.4 60.0 118.7 5,817.6
-dollars-

Median weekly earnings 358 340 333 335 343 325 397 406 346

Mean weekly earnings 380 362 355 354 366 338 412 432 368



TABLE 9. ALL EMPLOYEES: WEEKLY EARNINGS IN MAIN JOB AND HOURS PAID FOR IN MAIN JOB, AUGUST 1937
Hours Paid for in main iob-

1-19 20.29 30-34 35-39 40 41-44 45-48 49 and over Total

MALES

-'000-

Weekly earnings in main job ($)-
Under 120 121.8 7.8 " 9.1 11.6 " 635 1621

120 and under 160 14.8 7.8 " 13.9 26.7 3.9 " 4.6 78.2

160 " 200 9.2 8.5 ' 23.1 30.9 4.6 3.9 7.1 90.2

200 240 " 11.8 5.4 39.1 45.1 5.0 4.1 11.2 124.9

240 " 280 " 13.3 7.2 60.7 84.2 10.5 9.1 13.1 200.8

280 ' 320 " 7.6 6.4 125.2 140.1 17.4 13.7 19.0 331.9

320 360 4.0 5.0 8.4 151.7 163.5 25.7 19.6 224 400.2

360 ' 400 4.6 5.1 5.7 134.0 133.4 27.4 26.2 25.8 3621

400 440 " 4.4 4.6 118.0 103.2 23.0 223 37.2 315.8

440 " 480 " 5.2 86.8 63.0 20.1 21.5 23.0 224.4

480 520 " 3.7 7.8 87.5 64.6 19.5 23.5 28.9 237.6

520 ' 560 " 4.0 7.2 77.8 48.8 16.1 21.9 30.5 207.9

560 " 600 " 5.6 47.3 31.5 129 13.0 18.1 1328

600 ' 640 " * 39.7 27.5 8.3 10.4 20.5 1126

640 ' 680 * * * 28.6 15.0 5.7 9.0 18.5 80.9

680 ' 720 * " 24.0 12.3 6.5 9.2 18.7 75.0

720 ' 760 " * 18.6 9.5 5.3 7.8 15.3 59.0

760 800 " * " 26.0 14.6 4.6 8.3 22.0 78.9

800mand over " " 26.2 17.5 10.7 13.7 51.0 124.0

Total 179.3 90.6 85.4 1,137.3 1,0429 228.4 241.6 393.6 3,399.2
-dollars-

Median weekly earnings
innmain job 73 268 404 404 366 432 473 517 394

Mean weekly earnings
n main job 139 317 421 434 394 465 502 570 425

FEMALES

-'ODD-

Weekly earnings in main job ($)-
Under 120 330.7 18.6 4.3 6.4 6.7 * " 371.4

120 and underl160 101.7 40.4 5.6 14.4 17.8 3.5 " 187.3

160 ' 200 53.7 68.1 9.4 29.4 28.6 ' * 196.0

200 240 29.1 65.1 20.2 47.8 51.0 3.7 a " 220.7

240 280 16.4 422 31.0 95.3 70.1 7.6 " 4.1 270.1

280 320 8.7 25.1 28.4 121.7 88.8 11.7 5.4 3.9 293.7

320 ' 360 6.6 15.6 14.2 97.8 77.9 11.9 7.5 4.9 236.3

360 400 * 9.1 12.8 77.7 47.9 6.6 5.0 4.7 166.6

400 440 4.2 " 8.3 59.6 37.2 5.9 4.3 5.8 128.6

440 " 480 " 4.6 6.1 34.5 23.3 4.7 4.6 * 81.7

480 " 520 ' " 8.7 39.4 21.8 5.5 4.0 4.6 87.5

520 560 " 5.4 29.9 16.9 "3.6 3.6 65.5

560 60 "" 20.4 10.8 " * 42.8

600 " 640 a " 10.1 5.9 " * 23.6

640 " 680 " 5.0 3.9 " " 121

680 and over "' 11.1 4.5 " 11.6 34.4

Total 559.2 299.6 160.0 700.4 513.0 74.2 48.7 63.3 2,418.4
-dollas-

Median weekly earnings /
-in main job, 101 214 . 293 334 317 340. .383 . 432 275

Mean weeky earnings
in main job 117 230 316 356 334 361 404 495 283
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TABLE 10. ALL EMPLOYEES: INDUSTRY AND FREQUENCY OF PAY IN MAIN JOB, AUGUST 1987

Frequency of pay in main job

Weekly Fortnightly Monthly Total (a)

Industry ('000) (Per cent) ('000) (Per cent) ('000) (Per cent) ('000) (Per cent)

MALES

Agriculwrc, forestry, fishing and
hunting 34.7 40.8 29.6 34.7 13.4 15.7 85.2 100.0

Mining 35.8 42.0 36.1 42.4 12.3 14.4 85.2 100.0

Manufacturing 594.1 74.9 112.3 14.1 81.7 10.3 793.4 100.0
Electricity, gas and water 42.6 40.6 61.6 58.8 104.8 100.0

Construction 208.5 ' 77.0 41.8 15.4 17.6 6.5 270.9 100.0
Wholesale and retail trade 466.8 75.6 55.6 9.0 89.3 14.5 617.4 100.0

Transport and storage 104.5 42.1 126.7 51.1 13.1 5.3 248.1 100.0

Communication 100.1 97.8 102.4 100.0

Finance, property and business services 74.2 23.9 167.1 53.9 62.7 20.2 310.0 100.0

Public administration and defence 61.4 28.1 154.8 70.8 ' s 218.5 100.0

Community services 45.0 11.0 336.2 82.1 23.6 5.8 409.6 100.0

Recreation, personal and other services 115.5 75.2 25.8 16.8 9.3 6.0 153.6 100.0

Total 1,784.7 525 1247.7 36.7 326.3 9.6 3,3992 100.0

FEMALES

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and
hunting 10.7 52.9 5.7 28.1 s ' 20.3 100.0

Mining s s 3.7 38.8 " 9.5 100.0

Manufacturing 235.0 84.4 25.2 9.0 15.8 5.7 278.4 100.0

Electricity, gas and water 4.9 36.7 8.3 61.5 ' " 13.5 100.0

Construction 21.8 70.7 5.9 19.1 " ' 30.8 100.0

Wholesale and retail trade 431.7 85.9 42.0 8.4 24.4 4.9 502.5 100.0

Transport and storage 25.2 45.2 25.6 46.0 4.0 7.1 55.7 100.0

Communication " 32.1 96.2 33.3 100.0

Finance, property and business services 96.6 29.9 192.7 59.6 30.6 9.5 323.2 100.0

Public administration and defence 20.6 16.1 105.5 82.2 ' " 128.3 100.0

Community services 109.9 13.8 649.4 81.5 26.9 3.4 796.6 100.0

Recreation, personal and other services 193.5 85.5 24.1 10.7 5.0 2.2 226.2 100.0

Total 1,152.9 47.7 1,120.1 463 117.8 4.9 2,418.4 100.0

PERSONS

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and
hunting 45.5 43.1 35.3 33.5 16.0 15.2 105.5 100.0

Mining 38.4 40.5 39.8 42.0 15.4 16.2 94.7 100.0

Manufacturing 829.1 77.4 137.4 12.8 97.6 9.1 1,071.8 100.0

Electricity, gas and water 47.5 40.2 69.9 59.1 " 118.3 100.0

Construction 230.3 76.3 47.7 15.8 20.2 6.7 301.7 100.0

Wholesale and retail trade 898.5 80.2 97.6 8.7 113.7 10.2 1,119.9 100.0

Transport and storage 129.7 42.7 152.3 50.1 17.1 5.6 303.8 100.0

Communication 132.2 97.4 * s 135.7 100.0

Finance, property and business services 170.7 27.0 359.8 56.8 93.3 14.7 633.2 100.0

Public administration and defence 82.0 23.6 260.3 75.0 3.9 1.1 346.9 100.0

Community services 155.0 12.8 985.6 81.7 50.5 4.2 1,206.2 100.0

Recreation, personal and other services 308.9 81.3 50.0 13.2 14.3 3.8 379.8 100.0

Total 2,937.6 50.5 2,367.9 40.7 444.1 7.6 5,817.6 100.0

(a ) Includes persons paid at intervals other than those indicated.



TABLE 11. ALL EMPLOYEES: OCCUPATION AND FREQUENCY OF PAY IN MAIN JOB, AUGUST 1987

Frequency of pay in main job

Weekly Fortnightly Monthly Total(a)

Occupation ('000) (Per cent) ('000) (Per cent) ('000) (Per cent) ('000) (Per cent)

MALES

Managersand administrators 110.1 35.3 98.2 31.5 96.1 30.8 311.8 100.0

Professionals 72.1 16.5 264.0 60.3 94.9 21.7 437.7 100.0

Par-professionals 53.8 23.4 155.6 67.8 18.8 8.2 229.7 100.0

Tradespersons 596.8 75.0 174.7 21.9 18.6 2.3 796.0 100.0

Clerks 70.2 23.5 203.1 68.0 23.5 7.9 298.6 100.0

Salespersons and personal service
workers 191.0 64.4 57.0 19.2 44.9 15.1 296.7 100.0

Plant and machine operators, and
drivers 2620 66.8 115.7 29.5 9.5 2.4 392.3 100.0

Labourers and related workers 428.6 67.3 179.4 28.2 20.1 3.2 636.5 100.0

Total 1,784.7 525 1247.7 36.7 326.3 9.6 3,3992 100.0

FEMALES

Managers and administrators 25.2 42.2 21.4 35.8 11.9 19.9 59.8 100.0

Professionals 35.7 11.3 243.1 77.3 27.2 8.6 314.4 100.0

Para-professionals 18.1 9.7 161.9 87.1 5.6 3.0 185.8 100.0

Tradespersons 66.0 83.5 11.9 15.0 a 79.0 100.0

Clerks 340.3 42.4 402.9 50.2 54.4 6.8 802.7 100.0

Salespersons and personal service
workers 403.7 73.0 130.1 23.5 11.7 2.1 553.0 100.0

Plant and machine operators, and
drivers 74.4 87.1 8.4 9.8 * a 85.5 100.0

Labourers and related workers 189.5 56.0 140.5 41.6 5.8 1.7 338.2 100.0

Total 1,152.9 47.7 1,120.1 463 117.8 4.9 2,418.4 100.0

PERSONS

Managers and administrators 135.4 36.4 119.5 32.2 108.0 29.1 371.6 100.0

Professionals 107.7 14.3 507.2 67.4 122.0 16.2 752.1 100.0

Par-professionals 71.9 17.3 317.5 76.4 24.3 5.9 415.5 100.0

Tradespersons 662.8 75.7 186.6 21.3 19.1 2.2 875.0 100.0

Clerks 410.5 37.3 606.1 55.0 77.9 7.1 1,101.3 100.0

Salespersons and personal service
workers 594.7 70.0 187.0 22.0 566 6.7 849.7 100.0

Plant and machine operators, and
drivers 336.5 70.4 124.1 26.0 10.3 2.2 477.8 100.0

Labourers and related workers 618.1 63.4 319.9 32.8 25.8 2.6 974.7 100.0

Total 2,937.6 505 2,367.9 40.7 444.1 7.6 5,817.6 100.0

(a ) Includes persons paid at intervals other than those indicated

TABLE 12. FULL-TIME WORKERS: DECILES OF WEEKLY EARNINGS, AUGUST 1987
(dollars)

Per cent of individuals earning Aged 20 and over Total

below the levels shown Males Females Persons Males Females Persons

10 281 241 260 249 204 229
20 320 272 300 302 250 282

30 351 297 331 337 280 315

40 384 320 360 371 305 346

50 420 346 395 407 332 381

60 466 376 434 452 361 421

70 518 415 489 507 400 475

80 583 471 548 571 455 537

90 703 545 656 691 535 641



TABLE 13. FULL-TIME WORKERS: WEEKLY EARNINGS AND AGE, AUGUST 1987
Are tromp

20 and over
15 - 19 20-24 25-34 35-44 45.54 55-59 60 anid over Total Total

MALES

-'000-
Weekly earnings (S)- * 177 31

Under 120 14.4 " 4.5 4.7 " a 7. 2
120 and under 160 41.8 3.8 4.3 3.9 " a 15.1 56.9
160 200 46.1 12.4 8.1 5.8 " " 31.1 77.2
200 240 44.8 23.9 17.2 11.5 8.3 3.7 " 66.4 111.2
240 280 24.8 55.2 44.1 26.2 21.2 8.5 4.6 159.1 184.5
280 320 19.6 74.7 87.7 62.9 44.1 21.4 9.9 300.8 320.3
320 ' 360 10.3 71.6 114.0 89.4 620 27.2 10.8 3821 3924
360 400 4.8 50.0 121.2 84.3 57.2 25.1 10.8 348.6 353.4
400 11 440 " 40.2 107.4 83.2 50.9 18.6 6.8 307.1 310.5
440 480 " 25.4 85.6 58.3 33.6 13.0 3.6 219.6 221.5
480 520 " 17.4 821 70.6 46.8 14.8 3.5 235.3 236.4
520 560 " 14.7 68.9 67.1 38.8 11.1 3.8 204.3 205.6
560 600 " 7.9 50.6 43.9 225 6.5 " 133.3 134.1
600 640 " 6.1 33.6 43.6 21.0 6.8 " 113.4 113.4
640 680 " 4.2 24.1 33.5 16.9 3.6 ' 83.4 83.7
680 720 '" 22.3 28.1 16.0 4.6 * 75.5 76.0
720 760 " 17.0 19.2 15.2 " 58.3 58.3
760 ' 800 " 22.0 30.2 17.1 5.5 * 79.2 79.4
800 and over * 27.1 47.1 34.4 9.7 * 125.1 125.1

Total 2162 429.3 942.0 813.3 513.4 187.1 71.0 2956.0 3,172
-dollars-

Median weekly earnings 205 341 426 464 447 408 380 420 407
Mean weekly earnings 221 368 459 500 494 466 434 463 4.46

FEMALES

-'000-
Weekly eanings (S)-

Under 120 9.2 a 4.4 4.0 a " 14.0 23.1
120 and under 160 30.7 5.0 3.5 " a a 13.9 44.6
160 200 45.5 9.3 5.9 5. " a 26.0 71.5
200 240 37.4 30.5 14.9 16.7 10.9 3.9 " 78.0 115.4
240 280 20.9 62.6 41.4 35.9 25.2 7.2 ' 173.6 194.4
280 ' 320 9.5 80.4 62.7 49.8 30.8 6.4 a 2320 241.5
320 360 3.8 58.7 64.1 48.3 27.8 6.2 " 207.5 211.3
360 400 " 34.4 52.5 36.5 19.9 6.2 * 151.2 152.7
400 ' 440 " 25.8 46.9 27.1 14.8 4.1 " 120.4 121.7
440 480 a 13.4 34.2 18.6 9.0 a a 76.8 77.0
480 520 a 7.3 37.6 23.4 9.3 a a 80.4 80.5
520 560 " 3.8 27.7 17.9 8.2 a " 59.4 59.9
560 a0 " 15.6 14.3 7.0 " ' 41.4 41.7
600 640 a " 10.0 6.8 3.6 a " 24.0 24.0
640 " 680 " 5.2 4.6 a 129 129
680 ' 720 a a " a " * " 8.9 9.0
720 760 a a a a 7.4 7.4
760 800 a a a a a " 5.4 5.4
800 and over " 3.7 3.8 " a 120 12.4

Total 1613 339.6 436.5 323.9 184.4 47.2 13.5 1,345.1 1,5065
-dollars-

Median weeklyeanings 196 310 376 359 345 345 346 346 332
Mean weekly earnings 206 322 395 391 382 378 368 373 355

PERSONS

Weekly earnings (3)-
Under 120 23.6 5.1 9.0 8.6 6.2 " 31.7 55.2
120 and under 160 72.5 8.7 7.9 6.2 3.9 " 29.0 101.6
160 200 91.6 21.7 14.0 11.7 5.3 a 57.1 148.7
200 ' 240 82.2 54.4 32.1 28.2 19.2 7.6 " 144.4 226.6
240 280 45.6 117.8 85.5 62.1 46.3 15.7 5.9 333.3 379.0
280 320 29.0 155.0 150.4 112.7 74.8 27.9 11.9 5328 561.8
320 360 14.1 137.4 178.2 137.7 89.8 33.4 13.2 589.7 603.8
360 400 6.3 84.4 173.7 120.8 77.1 31.3 125 499.8 506.1
400 440 4.6 66.0 154.3 110.3 65.7 228 8.4 427.5 432.1
440 480 " 38.8 119.8 76.9 426 14.2 4.0 296.3 298.5
480 520 " 24.7 119.7 94.0 56.1 17.1 4.1 315.6 316.9
520 " 560 " 18.5 96.6 85.0 47.1 125 4.1 263.7 265.5
560 600 * 10.4 66.2 58.2 29.5 8.2 " 174.7 175.8
600 640 " 7.7 43.6 50.4 24.5 8.8 " 137.4 137.4
640 680 " 4.6 29.4 38.1 18.8 4.3 " 96.2 96.6
680 720 " 3.6 25.3 31.3 17.6 4.9 * 84.4 85.0
720 760 a a 18.8 22.4 16.8 a 65.7 65.7
760 800 * " 23.2 31.8 18.8 5.8 * 84.6 84.8
800 and over * 3.8 30.8 50.9 37.7 10.5 " 137.1 137.5

Total 377.6 768.9 1,378.5 1,137.2 697.8 234.3 84.5 4,301.1 4,678.7
-dollars-

Median weekly earnings 201 326 410 429 416 394 375 r395 381
Mean weekly earnings 215 347 439 469 465 449 423 435 417



TABLE 14. FULL-TIME WORKERS: WEEKLY EARNINGS IN MAIN JOB AND INDUSTRY, AUGUST 1987
Industry

Agriculture. Finance, Pubic
for".ry property admini. Recreation,

fishing Electricity, Wholesale Transport and stration personal and
and Manu- gas and Construe and retail and Commu- business and Commuty other

hunting Mining fachwring water tion trade storage nicat ion services defence serices uer'ices TOta

" MALES
-'000-

Weekly earnings in main job (E)-
Under 120 a 5.8 " 7.0 " * 7.8 ' 33.7
120 and under 60 3.9 " 14.9 "5.6 18.7 " * 45 " 58.3
160" 200 * 5.4 a 18.6 "7.1 226 3.7 a 8.6 " 3.7 * 76.6
200 " 240 7.5 a 24.5 " 11.6 27.9 7.0 " 11.5 5.5 6.4 5.9 1128
240 280 127 " 49.9 4.3 13.1 44.3 11.1 4.8 11.6 9.6 14.3 10.7 187.1
280 " 320 14.6 " 86.0 6.0 18.6 70.4 23.7 13.4 21.8 24.6 28.7 13.8 323.7
320 ' 360 7.7 4.6 116.6 15.9 29.1 79.1 26.6 15.0 26.8 326 24.9 15.7 394.7
360 400 5.9 4.2 101.7 11.4 33.3 60.5 29.7 13.6 27.2 24.0 32.1 13A 357.1
400 ' 440 5.6 5.7 86.5 126 31.3 51.6 25.1 13.3 25.1 17.3 26.9 11.1 3120
440 480 " 4.0 54.4 8.2 22.7 31.2 21.6 8.5 20.7 14.1 27.2 7.7 221.7
480 " 520 a 7.6 49.9 10.5 23.3 27.9 21.1 8.9 24.6 17.0 34.3 5.0 233.2
520 " 560 " 8.6 42.1 8.3 14.2 19.5 18.0 5.8 224 20.0 39.1 5.5 204.8
560 600 a 6.8 25.0 5.3 9.9 13.1 8.0 4.1 122 10.0 31.5 4A4 131.0
600 ' 640 a 4.3 21A 4.7 10.5 11.7 7.0 '12.6 8.6 23.9 " 111.5
640 " 680 a 4.9 16A a 4.4 9.5 6.7 " 10.4 5.3 15.1 a 80.0 -
680 720 " 6.7 15.6 a 7.9 6.2 6.1 " 9.0 4.1 13.5 a 74.7
720 ' 760 " 5.2 11.8 "5.1 5.9 4.2 a 10.3 " 9.0 a 58.5
760 800 a 7.5 13.1 a 7.1 10.2 7.6 a120 4.5 10.2 a 78.3
800 and ova 10.5 17.9 4.4 5.2 13.9 8.8 a 21.6 9.6 215 5.7 1225

Total 78.1 84.9 77.1 104.6 2625 531.2 238.8 100.5 293.6 213.1 374.6 118.2 3,1722
-dollars-

Median weekly earmings in main job 297 581 387 435 413 358 424 400 457 415 493 370 405
Meanwekly eaniings in main job 332 615 421 476 436 394 459 426 500 460 500 415 444

FEMALES

-000-
Weekly earnings in main job (E)-

Under120 a a a a a 4.6 a a 3.6 a 6.8 a 24.8
120 and under 160 a a 4.6 a a 15.7 a a 7.0 a 8.1 7.3 46.9
160 " 200 a a 11.2 a a 21.1 a a 14.0 4.4 14.7 6.1 74.4
200 " 240 a a 24.9. a a 31.1 a 19.9 6.0 195 9.5 118.1
240 " 280 a a 51.5 " a 37.3 5.2 a29.2 95 41.2 16.0 196.5
280 " 320 a a 38.7 a a 55.9 5.5 4.6 39.2 175 54.5 19.1 . 241.2
320 " 360 a a 34.6 a a 33.7 7.4 5.5 37.6 13.0 56.2 14.3 209.7
360" 400 " a 221 " " 21.9 6.6 a 25A4 11.7 47.1 7.4 1520
400 440 a a 14.8 a a 11.9 a a 20.1 11.5 43.8 4.9 118.3
440" 480 a a 55 a a 6.3 a a 12.9 4.8 36.6 a 75.4
480" 520 a a 4.8 a a 5.5 a a 9.2 5.8 48.1 a 80.8
520" 560 a a 3.6 a a a a a 6.3 7.4 36.2 a 60.4
560" 60 a a a a a a a a 3.6 26.9 a 41.2
600" 640 a a a a a a a a 35 a 13.2 a 223
640 " 6a a a a a a a a a a 6.7 a 11.6
680" 720 a a a a a a a a a a 35 a 8.9
720 " 760 a a a a a a a a a a 3.7 a 6.9
760 " 800 a a a a a a a a a a a a 5.1
800 and over a a a a a a a a a a 5.4 a 121

Total 9.9 8.7 223.9 12.4 15.8 253.0 42.4 25.7 239.8 104.6 474.4 95.8 1,5063
-dollars-

Median weekly earningu inmainjob 240 392 298 361 347 292 350 342 327 359 391 293 330
Mean weekly earnings in main job 237 417 314 358 350 297 372 361 348 387 405 302 353



TABLE 14. FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES: WEEKLY EARNINGS IN MAIN JOB AND INDUSTRY, AUGUST 1987 -continued

Industry

Agricultu-
re,

Finance, Public
Recreation,

forestry, , " ..

fishing Electricity, Wholesale Transport and stration personal

and Manu- gas and Construc- and retail and Commu- business and Community and other

hunting Mining facturing water tion trade storage nication services defence services services Total

PERSONS

-'000-

Weekly earnings in main job (S)-
Under 120
120 and under 160
160 " 200
200 " 240
240 " 280
280 " 320
320 " 360
360 " 400
400 " 440
440 " 480
480 " 520
520 " 560
560 " 600
600 " 640
640 " 680
680 " 720
720 " 760
760 " 800
800 and over

8.3
19.5
29.8
49.4

101.4

124.7
151.3
123.9
101.3

59.9
54.7
45.7
26.9

22.5
16.4
16.5
12.1
13.1
18.8

11.6
34.4
43.8
59.0
81.6

126.3

112.8
82.4
63.4
37.5
33.4
22.1
14.9
12.7

10.2
6.3
6.7

10.8
14.4

4.1
9.8

16.3
29.1

34.1
36.3
28.3
25.0
23.1
19.5

9.1

7.2
7.2

6.5
4.2
7.8
9.4

281.3

*

*

3.7
7.3

18.0
20.5
16.8
16.2

9.1
9.5
6.9
5.0

*
*

*

6.2
9.5

22.6
31.4
40.8
61.1
64.4
52.6
45.2
33.6
33.8
28.7
15.1
16.1
12.3
11.5
11.1
12.8
24.5

14.6
12.6
18.4
25.9
55.5
83.3
81.1
79.2
70.8
63.7
82.4
75.3
58.4
37.2
21.8
17.0
12.7
12.3
26.9

5.9 58.4
10.6 105.2
9.5 151.0

15.4 230.9
26.6 383.6
32.9 564.9
30.0 604.4
20.9 509.1
16.0 430.4
9.4 297.1
7.6 314.0
6.3 265.2
5.2 172.1
3.7 133.7

* 91.6
* 83.6
* 65.4
* 83.4

6.4 134.6

88.0 93.6 996.1 117.0 2783 784.2
Total

-dollars-

1263 5333 317.7 848.9 214.0 4,678.7

387 383 394 431 328 379
413 432 436 447 364 415Median weekly earnings in main

job
Mean weekly earnings in main job

292 562 364
321 596 397

424 409 333 409

464 431 362 446



TABLE 15. FULL-TIME WORKERS: WEEKLY EARNINGS IN MAIN JOB AND OCCUPATION, AUGUST 1987
Occupaion

Saks-
persons and Plant and

Managers Pamz- personal machi ne Labow'ers
and admini- Profu." profeas- Trader- service operatrsn, and related

st'ators sional, tic aL, persons Clerks workers and divers workers Total

MALES
-'000-

Weekly earnings in main job ($)-
Underl120 4.6 " 95 " * 11.3 33.7
120 and under 160 * 27.7 4.4 5.1 " 145 58.3
160 200 " * " 28.2 7.4 8.5 5.0 21.1 76.6
200 ' 240 7.9 4.2 " 37.9 13.6 125 6.6 27.2 1128
240 280 6.8 6.2 7.1 46.3 14.8 20.1 21.4 64.4 187.1
280 320 13.2 123 10.3 729 324 27.6 51.8 103.2 323.7
320 360 15.2 15.7 15.0 107.4 420 325 66.3 1005 394.7
360 400 18.9 19.9 19.1 113.8 33.1 30.9 55.9 65.4 357.1
400 440 29.1 255 20.4 99.0 36.4 25.5 35.6 40.6 3120
440 480 205 29.0 18.7 59.9 28.4 17.8 23.5 24.0 221.7
480 520 77.1 415 320 53.2 24.4 13.4 226 18.9 233.2
520 560 21.4 48.1 29.9 335 18.7 13.2 25.7 14.4 204.8
560 600 17.3 38.4 17.2 21.6 10.5 5.9 10.5 9.4 131.0
600 640 18.9 34.8 11.9 14.7 7.4 5.3 11.7 6.7 111.5
640 680 13.5 28.1 8.1 8.3 4.0 " 8.4 6.4 80.0
680 720 15.1 23.2 6.7 10.8 " 7.1 7.4 74.7
720 760 13.4 14.6 4.9 9.7 " 6.2 3.7 585
760 800 20.2 25.1 6.0 9.1 * 3.7 8.3 5.0 78.3
800 and over 39.1 39.5 7.6 11.3 " 7.0 9.6 6.3 1225

Total 307.4 412.1 2203 774.8 287.0 239.9 380.4 550.2 3.1722
-dollars-

Median weekly eaminp in main job 530 558 498 380 393 375 385 333 405
Mean weekly earnings in main job 573 583 504 395 405 404 432 360 444

FEMALES

Weekly earnings in main job ($)-
Under 120 a a " 6.0 6.5 " 5.7 24.8
120 and underl160 a 6.3 13.4 17.0 a 5.6 46.9
160 " 200 " 3.9 a 5.4 29.2 226 " 6.6 74.4
200 240 " " 8.1 44.6 25.6 10.3 20.8 118.1
240 280 a 4.9 8.1 10.9 65.9 39.6 27.6 37.2 1965
280 320 4.4 7.6 10.4 120 108.0 49.2 121 375 241.2
320 360 4.6 11.7 124 6.5 1126 34.3 7.1 20.4 209.7
360 ' 400 5.0 18.9 16.1 " 79.4 18.5 a 8.4 1520
400 440 4.8 225 17.1 3.8 54.2 8.4 " 6.1 118.3
440 480 * 23.4 12.2 a 26.9 4.9 a a 75.4
480 520 5.4 38.0 11.3 a 18.8 4.5 " a 80.8
520 560 " 305 9.9 a 14.5 a a 60A
560 " 600 " 24.7 6.6 " 4.9 " a " 41.2
600 640 " 122 a . . . a a 223
640 680 a 6.3 " a a a a 11.6
680 and over 6.6 14.7 a a 4.4 a 33.0

Total 49.6 2245 1205 59.6 586.5 239.9 69.7 156.2 1.5065
-dollars-

Median weekly eamings in main job 427 495 412 267 329 287 268 282 330
Mean weeklyearmings in main job 459 490 419 266 336 293 280 291 353

PERSONS

-'000-
Weekly earnings in main job ($)-

Under 120 5.8 3.9 ' 121 7.6 8.8 a 17.0 58.4
120 and under 160 " 34.1 17.7 221 4.9 20.1 105.2
160 200 4.0 6.3 4.0 33.6 36.5 31.1 7.9 27.6 151.0
200 240 10.5 7.6 5.7 46.0 58.2 38.0 17.0 48.0 230.9
240 280 9.0 11.2 15.2 57.2 80.7 59.7 49.0 101.6 383.6
280 320 17.6 19.8 20.7 85.0 140.4 768 63.9 140.7 564.9
320 360 19.8 77.4 27.4 114.0 154.6 66.9 73.4 120.9 604.4
360 400 23.9 38.8 35.2 116.2 1125 49.4 59.3 73.8 509.1
400 440 33.9 47.9 375 1028 90.6 33.9 37.0 46.7 430.4
440 480 23.8 524 30.9 59.9 . 55.3 227 25.2 26.9 297.1
480 520 32.5 795 43.3 54.1 43.3 17.9 228 205 314.0
520 560 23.3 785 39.8 34.0 33.2 15.4 26.1 14.9 265.2
560 600 19.9 63.2 23.9 21.7 15.5 7.4 10.6 10.1 1721
600 640 21.3 47.1 15.2 15.0 9.7 67 11.7 7.1 133.7
640 ' 680 14.4 34.4 10.3 8.3 5.4 3.9 8.4 65 91.6
680 720 16.7 28.3 7.2 10.8 " 7.1 7.6 83.6
720 760 145 18.3 5.6 9.7 3.9 3.5 6.2 3.8 65.4
760 800 21.4 27.2 6.6 9.1 * 4.3 8.3 5.0 83.4
S00 and over 420 43.3 8.6 11.3 4.0 8.2 9.7 75 134.6

Total * 357.0 636.7 340.8 834A4 373.5 479.8 450.1 706.3 4,678.7
-dollars-

Median weekly eaminpsin main job 514 531 467 372 345 322 365 319 379
Mean weedlyeamningu inmain job 557 550 474 386 359 349 409 344 415



TABLE 16. EMPLOYEES WHO WORKED IN A SECOND JOB: WEEKLY EARNINGS IN MAIN JOB
AND WEEKLY EARNINGS IN SECOND JOB, AUGUST 1987

Weekly earnings in main job (S) Median Mean
weekly weekly

earnings earnings
120 and 200 and 280 and 360 and 480 and in mfain in main

Under 120 under 200 under 280 under 360 under 480 over Total job job

MALES,

-'000-- - dollars-
Weekly earnings in second job ($)-

Under 60 3.9 " r 3.7 r 4.2 5.5 r 21.3 r 334 354
60 and under 120 * * * * 7.2 r 8.0 r 21.0 r 447 464
120 and over * a 6.0 7.6 5.8 23.6 380 421

Total 5.4 " 6.4 r 12.4 r 19.0 r 19.3 r 65.9 r 389 413
- dollars-

Median weekly earnings
in second job 42 " 101 rl115 104 r 97 95

Mean weekly earnings
in second job 63 " 109 rl109 r 118 110 rl107

FEMALES

-'000- - dollars-
Weekly earnings in second job ($)-

Under 60 9.9 5.5 5.7 a 3.5 * r 29.3 r 184 r 211
60 and under 120 4.8 6.3 6.4 a * * 25.5 217 240
120 and over a 5.1 3.6 * a a 17.0 217 250

Total 17.1 16.9 15.6 r 9.7 7.4 5.1 r 71.9 209 r 230
- dollars-

Median weekly earnings
in second job 48 81 78 r 83 70 91 72

Mean weekly earnings
in second job 64 103 89 r98 81 106 88

PERSONS

-'000- -. dollars-
Weekly earnings in second job ($)-

Under 60 13.8 7.3 7.8 r 7.0 r 7.7 6.9 r 50.6 r 247 r 271
60and under 120 5.6 6.6 8.4 6.1 10.0 r 9.8 r 46.5 r313 r 341
120 and over a 6.5 5.8 8.9 8.7 7.7 40.6 327 349

Total 22.5 20.4 22.0 r 22.1 r 26.4 r 24.4 r 137.8 r 294 318
- dollars-

Median weekly earnings
in second job 47 78 80 r 102 97 r 96 81

Mean weekly earnings
in second job 64 100 95 r 104 r108 109 97



APPENDIX A

GLOSSARY

Deciles of weekly earnings : divide the distribution of
individuals into 10 equal groups each having weekly
earnings lower than the amount shown as the decile of
weeky earnings. For example, 10 per cent of full-time
workers earned less than the first decile of weekly
earnings ($229), a further 10 per cent earned between that
and the second decile of weekly earnings ($282) etc.
Deciles were calculated from grouped data. Linear in-
terpolation was used within the class interval in which the
decile of weekly earnings fell.

Dependents: all family members under 15 years of age; all
family members aged 15 to 19 attending school; and all
family members aged 15 to 24 who were full-time students
at a tertiary or further educational institution.

Employee : employed persons who worked for an
employer for wages or salary or in their own business,
either with or without employees, if that business was a
limited liability company.

Family : the determination of family relationships and
composition is complex, involving many factors. The
following description outlines the major principles used
for this survey. A family is defined to consist of two or
more related persons usually resident in the same house-
hold at the time of the survey. A family comprises a
married couple or a family head (as defined) together with
any persons having any of the following relationships to
them:

(a) sons or daughters of any age, if not married and
with no children of their own present;

(b) other relatives if not accompanied by a spouse,
sons or daughters, or parents of their own; or

(c) any children under 15 years of age who do not
have a parent present.

Family head: the parent in the case of a one parent family
or, in the case of other groups of related persons,
generally the eldest person in the family.

Hours paid for in main job : the number of hours for
which employees were paid, not necessarily the number of
hours actually worked (e.g. an employee on paid leave for
the week was asked to report the number of hours for
which they were paid).

Main job : the job in which most hours were usually
worked.

Married couple families : contain no more than two
married. persons, and contain two married persons only if
these persons are husband and wife. Persons are classified
as married if they are reported as being married (including
defacto) and their spouse was a usual resident of the
household at the time of the survey.

Mean weekly earnings: the amount obtained by dividing
the total earnings of a group by the number of units in that
group.

Median weekly earnings : the amount which divides the
distribution of individuals into two equal groups, one
having earnings above and the other below that amount.
Medians were calculated from grouped data, the class
intervals in some cases being finer than those published in
the tables. Linear interpolation was used within the class
interval in which the median fell.

Other families : families other than married-couple
families. The heads of other families must, by definition,
be not married. In addition to one-parent families, this
category includes families in which there is no parent, for
example a family head living with a brother or sister.

Quartiles of weekly earnings : divide the distribution of
individuals into four equal groups in the same manner as
deciles of weekly earnings.

Second job : wage and salary earner jobs, other than the
main job in which some hours were worked during the
reference week. A person who held more than one job is
classified to the industry and occupation of the main job.
Service in the reserve defence forces is not regarded as a
second job. Persons who by the nature of their employ-
ment worked for more than one employer, e.g. domestics,
odd-job workers, baby-sitters, etc., are not counted as
having a second job unless they also held another job of a
different kind, nor are those who worked for more than
one employer solely by reason of changing jobs during the
reference week.

Weekly earnings: the amount of 'last total pay' from wage
and salary jobs prior to the interview (i.e. before taxation
and other deductions had been made). For persons paid
other than weekly, earnings were converted to a weekly
equivalent. No adjustment was made for any back
payment of wage increases or pre-payment of leave,
etc.

Weekly family earnings : the sum of all family members
weekly earnings from wage and salary jobs.



APPENDIX B

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

The monthly population survey (which is described.
in The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0)) comprises the
monthly labour force survey and supplementary topics.
This publication contains some results of a supplementary
survey run in association with the August 1987 labour
force survey conducted throughout Australia.

2. Of the respondents to the labour force survey, those
who fell within the scope of the supplementary survey
were asked additional questions. They were asked about
their weekly earnings and frequency of pay.

Scope

3. The scope of this supplementary survey was the
same as that used for the labour force survey (described in
full in The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0)), except that
it was restricted to persons who were employed as wage
and salary earners ('employees') in their main job exclud-
ing persons on workers' compensation and persons who
worked solely for payment in kind.

4. Family information was only derived where survey
schedules were fully completed by all members of the
family and was not collected for the following persons
(identified in tables as 'family status not determined):

(a) all persons enumerated in non-private dwellings
(including hotels, motels, hospitals and other
institutions);

(b) persons enumerated as visitors to, rather than
usual residents of, private dwellings; and

(c) where it was not possible to obtain family
information relating to all the usual residents of a
household, e.g. where one member of the family
was a member of the permanent defence forces
and therefore outside the scope of the survey.

Coverage

5. In the population survey, coverage rules are applied
which aim to ensure that each person is associated with
only one dwelling, and hence has only one chance of
selection. See The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0) for
more details.

Definitions

6. Definitions of labour force and demographic classifi-
cations are given in The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0).

7. Unless otherwise stated, all characteristics referenc-
ed in this publication relate to the week before the
interview (i.e. the reference week) and to all jobs.

Results of the survey

8. The estimates in this publication refer to information
collected in the survey month and, due to seasonal
factors, may not be representative of other months of the
year.

9. A publication Weekly Earnings of Employees (Dis-
tribution), Australia, August 1987, Summary (6309.0)
containing a summary of the results of the survey was
released on 15 January 1988.

10. Results of similar surveys, the first conducted in
August 1975, have been given in previous issues of this
publication.

I1. It is proposed that this survey will be conducted next
in August 1988.

Unpublished tables
12. In some cases, the ABS can also make available
information which is not published. This information
may be made available in one or more of the following
forms: microfiche, photocopy, data tape, computer print-
out, manually-extracted tabulation. In general, a charge
is made for providing unpublished information. Inquiries
should be made to the officer whose name appears in the
Phone Inquiries section at the front of this publication, or
to Information Services in the nearest ABS Office.

Comparability of series

13. The survey was conducted primarily to obtain
statistics on the distribution of earnings of employees
classified by characteristics such as marital status, sex,
age and whether the earnings came from the main job or
any second job. Caution should be exercised when
comparing the means (averages) in this publication with
estimates of average weekly earnings included in the
quarterly publication Average Weekly Earnings, States
and Australia (6302.0) which are compiled from a survey
of employers. There are important differences in the
scope of, and methodology used in, the two surveys. The
quarterly survey of average weekly earnings excludes
employees in the industries of Agriculture, Forestry,
Fishing and Hunting (ASIC Division A) and Private
Households Employing Staff (ASIC Sub-division 94)
both of which are included in the August household
survey. Data from the quarterly survey of average weekly
earnings are collected from employers who fill in a mailed
questionnaire giving details of their employees' weekly
earnings. For the August household survey, respondents
are either interviewed personally at their dwelling or
another adult member of their household responds on
their behalf. The methodology used in this household
survey is associated with sources of non-sample error not
found in surveys of employers which may also explain the
differences between the results of the two surveys.



Discontinuities in the series

14. Respondents have been asked to indicate the amount
of earnings in terms of ranges, with the highest range
being $600 or more for some years. In August 1986 six
additional ranges were introduced, the highest being $800
or more. This may have affected estimates of thedistribu-
tion of persons receiving $600 or more per week.

15. Estimates contained in this publication are based on
a revised labour force questionnaire introduced in April
1986. The definition of employment was expanded,
resulting in decreases in the estimates of unemployed
persons and persons not in the labour force. Further
information is contained in The Labour Force, Australia
(6203.0) and in an information paper Questionnaires
Used in the Labour Force Survey.(6232.0).

16. Classification of occupation according to the Aus-
tralian Standard Classification of Occupations (ASCO)
1986 was introduced in the August 1986 labour force
survey, replacing the Classification and Classified List of
Occupations (CCLO) used in previous surveys. The main
difference between these classifications is that ASCO
occupations are classified on the basis of the level and
specialisation of skill required for the satisfactory per-
formance of primary tasks. For more detailed explanation
of ASCO see the appendix to The Labour Force,
Australia, August 1986 (6203.0).

17. To provide a link between the two classifications, a
matrix has been produced and is shown in Table 41 of The
Labour Force, Australia, August 1986 (6203.0). It shows
the relationship between ASCO and CCLO at the broadest
classification level (the Major Group). The estimates in
the matrix are based on a sub-sample of respondents to
the May 1986 labour force survey.

18. The family status classification varies from that
shown in the August 1985 issue of this publication.
Dependents are now identified rather than children aged
0 to 14. Dependents comprise all family members under
15 years of age; all family members aged 15 to 19
attending school; and all family members aged 15 to 24
who are full-time students at a tertiary or further educa-
tional institution.

Reliability of the estimates

19. Estimates in this publication are subject to sampling
and non-sampling errors. For more information refer to
the Technical Note, Appendix C.

Related publications

20. Other ABS publications which may be of interest
include:

The Labour Force, Australia (6203.0)-issued monthly

Average Weekly Earnings, Australia, (6302.0)-issued
quarterly

Distribution and Composition of Employee Earnings and
Hours, Australia (6306.0)-issued annually

1986 Income Distribution Survey, Australia, Preliminary
Results (6545.0)-issued irregularly

Employed Wage and Salary Earners, Australia, (6248.0)-
issued quarterly

Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Australia (6312.0)-issued
monthly

21. Current publications produced by the ABS are
listed in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia (1101.0).
The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to
be released in the following few days. The Catalogue and
Publications Advice are available from any ABS Office.

Symbols and other usages

* subject to sampling variability too high for most
practical uses. See the Technical Note, Appendix
C
not applicable

r revised

22. Because estimates have been rounded, discrepancies
may occur between sums of the component items and
totals.

Electronic services

VIATEL.

AUSSTATS.

Key *656# for selected current economic,
social and demographic statistics.

Thousands of up-to-date time series are
available on this ABS on-line service
through CSIRONET.

For further information phone the
AUSSTATS Help Desk on (062)
52 6017.

TELESTATS. This service provides foreign trade stat-
istics tailored to users' requirements.

Further information is available on
(062) 52 5404.

Floppy disk service
Selected ABS statistics are available on
floppy disk. Further information is
available on (062) 52 6684.



APPENDIX C

TECHNICAL NOTE

Estimation procedure

The estimates are derived from the population
survey by use of a ratio estimation procedure which
ensures that the estimates conform to an independently
estimated distribution of the population for each capital
city and remainder of State by age and sex, rather than to
the corresponding distribution within the sample itself.

Reliability of the estimates

2. Since the estimates in this publication are based on
information obtained from occupants of a sample of
dwellings, they are subject to sampling variability; that is,
they may differ from those that would have been produced
if all dwellings had been included in the survey. One
measure of the likely difference is given by the standard
error, which indicates the extent to which an estimate
might have varied by chance because only a sample of
dwellings was included. There are about two chances in
three that a sample estimate will differ by less than one
standard error from the number that would have been
obtained if all dwellings had been included, and about
nineteen chances in twenty that the difference will be less
than two standard errors. Another measure of the likely
difference is the relative standard error, which is obtained
by expressing the standard error as a percentage of the
estimate.

3. Space does not allow for the separate indication of
the standard errors of all estimates in this publication. A
table of standard errors applicable to persons estimates is
given on the following page. Since they are averages based
on calculations for a limited number of past surveys over
a wide range of labour force characteristics, these numbers
will not give a precise measure of the standard error of a
particular estimate but they will provide an indication of
its magnitude. Standard errors of estimates of numbers of
families are approximately the same as those for numbers
of persons.

4. An example of the calculation and the use of
standard errors in relation to estimates of persons is as
follows. Table 6 shows the estimated number of females
who, in August 1987, were part-time workers was 911,900.
Since this estimate is between 500,000 and 1,000,000, the
standard error for Australia will be between 7,500 and
9,700 and can be approximated as 9,300 (rounded to the
nearest 100). Therefore, there are about two chances in
three that the value that would have been produced if all
dwellings had been included in the survey will fall in the
range 902,600 to 921,200 and about nineteen chances in
twenty that the value will fall within the range 893,300 to
930,500. This example is illustrated in the following
diagram.

('000)

930.5 1

921.2

91

90:

89:

Estimated value I1.9

2.6-

3.3

0

19 chances in 20 that the
value lies in this range
if all dwellings included.

2 chances in 3 that the
value lies in this range
if all dwellings included.

5. The relative standard errors of estimates of mean
and median weekly earnings are obtained by first finding
the relative standard error of the estimate of the total
number of persons contributing to the estimate and then
multiplying the figure by the following relevant factors:

Mean weekly earnings
-Part-time workers 1.0
-Full-time workers 0.7
-All employees 0.9

Median weekly earnings
-Part-time workers 1.4
-Full-time workers 0.7
-All employees 1.0

6. An example of the calculation of standard errors by
the use of the above faciors is as follows:

Table 6 shows the estimate of median weekly earnings of
female part-time workers in August 1987 was $154 and
the estimate of total number of employees contributing to
this estimate was 911,900. The standard error of this
estimate (911,900) is about 9,300 so the relative standard
error is about 1.0 per cent. The relative standard error of
the estimate of median weekly earnings is calculated by
multiplying this figure (1.0) by the appropriate factor
shown in the previous paragraph (in this case 1.4) : 1.0 x
1.4 = 1.4 per cent. The standard error of this estimate of
median weekly earnings is therefore 1.4 per cent of $154,
i.e. about $2.16. Therefore, there are about two chances in
three that the median weekly earnings of female part-time
workers would fall within the range $151.84 to $156.16,
and about nineteen chances in twenty that they would fall
within the range $149.68 to $158.32.



7. As can be seen from the standard error table, the
smaller the estimate the higher is the relative standard
error. Very small estimates are thus subject to such high
standard errors (relative to the size of the estimate) as to
detract seriously from their value for most reasonable
uses. In the tables in this publication, estimates less than
the lowest levels shown in the standard error table have
not been published. Although, in some cases, estimates
for these small components can be derived by subtraction,
they should not be regarded as reliable.

8. Proportions and percentages formed from the ratio
of two estimates are also subject to sampling error. The
size of the error depends on the accuracy of both the
numerator and the denominator. A formula to approxi-
mate the relative standard error (RSE) of a proportion is:

RSE (x/y)= /[RSE(x)]2 - [RSE(y)]2

9. Considering the example from paragraph 4, the
911,900 female part-time workers represented 37.7 per
cent of all 2,418,400 female employees in August 1987.
The standard error of 2,418,400 is approximately 12,900
so the relative standard error is 0.5 per cent. The relative
standard error for 911,900 is 1.0 per cent. Applying the
above formula, the relative standard error of the propor-

tion is (1.0)2-(0.5)2 or 0.9 per cent, giving a standard
error for the proportion (37.7 per cent) of 0.3 percentage
points. Therefore, there are about two chances in three
that the proportion of females who were part-time

workers is between 37.4 per cent and 38.0 per cent and
nineteen chances in twenty the proportion is within the
range 37.1 per cent to 38.3 per cent.

10. Published estimates may also be used to calculate
the difference between two survey estimates (of numbers
or percentages). Such an estimate is subject to sampling
error. The sampling error of the difference between two
estimates depends on their standard errors and the
relationship (correlation) between them. An approximate
standard error (SE) of the difference between two
estimates (x-y) may be calculated by the following
formula:

SE (x - y) [SE(x)]2 + [SE(y)]2

While this formula will only be exact for differences
between separate and uncorrelated characteristics or
subpopulations it is expected to provide a good
approximation for all differences likely to be of interest in
this publication.

II. The imprecision due to sampling variability, which
is measured by the standard error, should not be confused
with inaccuracies that may occur because of imperfections
in reporting by interviewers and respondents and errors
made in coding and processing data. Inaccuracies of this
kind are referred to as the non-sampling error, and they
may occur in any enumeration, whether it be a full count
or a sample. Every effort is made to reduce non-sampling
error to a minimum by careful design of questionnaires,
intensive training and supervision of interviewers and
efficient operating procedures.

STANDARD ERRORS OF ESTIMATES

Australia
N.S.W. Vic. Qld S.A. W.A. Tas. N. T. A.C.T.

Relative
standard

error
Size of estimate -number- (per cent)

1,000 250
1,300 280 310
1,500 - 300 - 330
1,800 430 - 330 410 350
2,000 460 480 340 430 370
2,500 _ 500 530 380 470 400
3,000 690 550 580 410 500 430 -
3,500 _ _ 750 590 620 440 530 450 820 23.4
4,000 950 960 800 620 660 460 560 470 880 21.9
4,500 1,000 1,000 840 650 690 480 590 500 930 20.7
5,000 1,050 1,050 880 690 720 500 610 510 980 19.6
6,000 1,150 1,150 960 740 780 540 650 550 1,100 17.9

10,000 1,450 1,450 1,200 920 970 660 790 650 1,400 13.9
20,000 2,000 1,950 1,650 1,200 1,300 860 1,050 810 1,950 9.7
50,000 2,900 2,850 2,350 1,700 1,800 1,150 1,450 1,050 2,950 5.9

100,000 3,850 3,700 3,050 2,200 2,300 1,450 1,250 3,950 4.0
200,000 5,100 4,750 3,950 2,750 2,950 1,750 5,300 2.6
300,000 5,900 5,500 4,500 3,100 3,350 6,200 2.1
500,000 7,200 6,500 5,300 3,650 3,900 7,500 1.5

1,000,000 9,200 8,100 6,600 9,700 1.0
2,000,000 I 1.600 9,900 12,300 0.6
5,000,000 16,500 0.3

10,000,000 20,300 0.2
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